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Pentecost: Celebrating  
The Birth of The Church 

and 125 years of Olivet Church 
 
 In May of 1885, Olivet church opened 
her doors and dedicated itself to serving the 
Lord. Two other monumental occasions 
occurred that same year: The Washington 
Monument was dedicated and the Statue of 
Liberty arrived in New York. With similar 
passion and excitement, Olivet church was 
built as an outward expression of the faith of 
the people of Olivet. 
 Hard work (hands-on work) was needed 
to build a house of worship. Our historical 
records note that Olivet was dedicated debt 
free, testifying to the resourcefulness and 
thriftiness of that time. For instance, the 
women of Olivet sold a portion of the eggs 
laid by their chickens and placed the money in 
the Sunday morning offering plate. Even the 
chickens of Olivet were tithing!    
 Today, we are still debt free.. and 
although we have no chickens, we still rely on 
creative resourcefulness and thrift. Expenses 
are kept at a minimum. Items are donated. 
Hands-on work by everyone is how we get 
things done. The Food Lion and Giant Card 

sales are one example of incremental giving which really adds up. 
This year, to date, the church has received almost $500 from your 
purchase of cards.  
 Households found other creative ways to increase the 
weekly tithe. As a response to our on-going financial shortfall, I 
asked for a simple act: everyone increases weekly giving by an 
extra dollar a day. You took my call to greater stewardship 
seriously and our weekly collection is stronger than ever! 
 But perhaps more importantly, God is multiplying our gifts. 
We have been able to meet the needs of persons in Calvert 
County and around the world while at the same time meet our 
operating expense. Inside this newsletter is a Finance Committee 
Report on income, expenses and our generous contributions 
toward SMILE, Haiti relief, connectional ministries of the 
denomination and the missionary work of Suzanne Porter. We 
have “given much away” and have not “run out”. In fact, for the 
first time ever, we are reaching a steady surplus.  
 Certainly, I have heard it said (by well-meaning outsiders) 
that not much can be expected from a church of our size in this 
economy. “If you can keep the doors open and bills paid, then 
that is enough.” But I can’t forget that as the flames of Pentecost 
descended upon our ancestors-in-the-faith, the church was called 
to be more than a self-sufficient organization. We were called 
and empowered to be a blessing to all nations.  
 The Holy Spirit rekindles the hearts of each of us through 
the simple gathering of people called “church”. We joked that the 
Pentecost picnic displayed the faithfulness of God to supply us 
with perfect picnic weather - but God has supplied us with so 
much more: A growing fellowship, tremendous hospitality and 
shared teamwork. All of this is a testimony of God’s love for us. 
We are a church who has not lost her spark – but has been 
empowered to be Christ’s witness from generation to generation. 
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Photos from the Pentecost Picnic       
taken by Doug Hood 

 C. Blundell,   S. Hood,    M. Knoll,    M. Cotton 
 

K. Wease, R. Dove, E. Blaylock, M. Shipley 
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                     Worship Schedule 
June 6, 2010 HONORING our GRADUATES 
Sermon "Go Light Your World" by Rev Faith Lewis  
Special Music by Em & Jess Lowman 
Organist Richard Harris 
Reader at 8:30 Helen Moran - Usher at 8:30 Eric Gaines 
Communion Stewards at 8:30 Toni Lowman & Steve Perry  
Ushers at 11:00 Annette Milling & Mary Shannon 
Reader at 11:00 Nan Cheville  
Communion Stewards at 11:00 Julie Blair & Kyle Blair 

June 13, 2010  
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46  
Special Guest Mary Ann Zaversnik  
Sermon by Rev Faith Lewis  
Reader at 8:30 - Joe Baki Usher at 8:30 - Jimmy Foote 
Reader at 11:00 - Dave Jones 
Ushers at 11:00 - Kit Jones & Earlene Blaylock 

June 20, 2010 FATHER'S DAY  
Scripture: Matthew 6: 5–15 
"Our Father" by Rev Faith Lewis  
Organist Richard Harris 
A Sermon Series on the Lord's Prayer  
Reader at 8:30 Jess Lowman Usher at 8:30 Jane Gribble 
Reader at 11:00 Mary Shannon 
Ushers at 11:00 George & Lil Ernst 

June 27, 2010  
Scripture: Matthew 6: 5–15 
"Our Daily Bread" by Rev Faith Lewis  
Pianist, Marion Underwood 
A Sermon Series on the Lord's Prayer  
Reader at 8:30 Eric Gaines Usher at 8:30 Tiffany Gaines 
Reader at 11:00 Marge Zimmermann 
Ushers at 11:00 Fran Taylor & Carl Zimmermann 

July 4, 2010 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Scripture: Matthew 6: 5–15 
"Thine is the Kingdom" by Rev Faith Lewis  
A Sermon Series on the Lord's Prayer  
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 11 AM 
Reader Edie Reed 
Ushers Joan Fratantuono & Marva Burgess 
Communion Stewards - Fran Taylor & Doug Lewis 

�����������	
����
���������	����  
Reenactment of John Wesley sermon by Ron Brown  
Methodist History Class led by Pastor at 10am  
Special children’s lesson led by Pastor during worship 
service. July 18th – Save the Date! 



                                                                                                                

      
   

An Open Letter To the Olivet Church Family   
from previous pastor - Rev. Sue Shorb-Sterling  

“Greetings from the 
more northern part 
of Maryland! Thank 
you for all your 
prayers over the last 
nine months. They 
have been so much 
appreciated. These 

last few 
months have been 
challenging ones 
for me. I finished 
my radi-ation 
cancer treat-ments 

in November, however I am still recovering from those treatments. 
The radiation treatment damaged some muscles and because of that 
some discs in my back have shifted. With intense daily exercise I am 
slowly rebuilding those muscles. I am looking forward to the day 
when those muscles are  
strong enough to keep me pain free. 
 God is good in all things and gives strength to those who are 
weak. Next week I will begin classes for a Doctorate in Ministry at 
Wesley Theological Seminary. I can't believe I'm doing this at my 
age!  
 I am now a grandmother of two beautiful girls. Norah is two 
years old on May 18. It's hard to believe, isn't it? Her sister, Lydia 
Hope, is seventeen months younger she is pictured here. 
 I miss Southern Maryland , especially on these beautiful 
spring days. The one thing that we don't have here in Montgomery 
County is the Bay. I miss my moments of meditation by the water 
and, of course, the seafood! May God's richest blessings be upon 
all of you! 
Reverend Sue Shorb-Sterling 
 

Meeting Notes  
for the Olivet United Methodist Men  
May 8, 2010 
In Attendance:     

Ron Brown, Bob Watson, Teddy Foote, 
Bob Bohn, Brian Davis, Bob Evans. 

Ron Brown provided an opening prayer and 
devotional. For this eve of Mother’s Day Ron 
asked each of the men to share something that they 
remembered about their Mother. The minutes of 
the April 10th meeting were approved. Bob Watson 
reported that the funds of the UMM are over $800. 
Discussion of Plans and Projects 

Teddy Foote would like to have the Youth 
work on several projects around the church 
and center.   Others suggested a Work Day 
for the Men and the Youth.   A list of work 
projects will be developed and a date 
probably in July will be set for the Work 
Day.   There was a motion and second to 
plan this, it was approved. 

 

It was moved and seconded for the UMM to make  
a gift of $150 to the Foote family in memory 
of Wanda Foote. The motion was approved. 
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Ron Brown and Teddy Foote plan to discuss plans  
with Pastor Faith Lewis for the proposed 
Hymn & Praise service for Olivet UMC.    
One question to be discussed is the appropriate 
time of this type of service.  
Next Meeting: June 12, 2010 at 9:00 AM. Bob 
Evans will provide prayer and devotional.  
 

A motion to close the meeting was made and 
seconded.   It was approved.   
The meeting was closed with a prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Bob Evans Secretary 
_________________________________________ 
 

Olivet UMW:  The June meeting will take 
place at noon on Tuesday, June 1.  Bring your 
lunch/snack and share in fellowship and dessert/ 
drinks before the business meeting.  All women are 
urged to attend. 
     The collection of Health Kits is being extended 
to mid-June due to the activity devoted to the May 
Rummage Sale.  If you haven’t already purchased 
the necessary supplies you now have time to do so.  
We thank all who worked preparing, during and 
clean-up to make the sale a success.  
     Discussion will take place for the annual 
“Luncheon Outing” in July.  Location, date and 
time will be determined and all will be notified in 
the Sunday bulletins.  Please plan to be part of this 
special gathering. 

 
 

Worship at Solomons Nursing Center 
 

Teddy Foote leads residents and staff in worship each 
month on the second & fifth Sundays at 2pm.   
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Finance Committee Update 
 
Mission Giving as of May 2010  
Connecting Our Church to the World 
Apportionment     $  5,860.40     
Haiti: UMCOR    $  1,394.15 
Missionary: Porter   $     244.00 
SMILE     $     125.00 
Emergency Fund    $       63.00  
Total for Giving outside ourselves $ 7,687.00 
 
Income as of May 12, 2010   $53,976 
(includes offering plate, envelopes, online giving, 
donations to church hall, coffee hour donations, 
assistance from the BW conference for being a 
missional church) 
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Birth Dates:  If your birth date is not listed in the 
appropriate month or on the list at all, and you wish it 
to be, please call the church office or Alma Rita Joy to 
give your date(s). 
�
�

Congratulations to our recent graduates!  
Eric Gaines, Megan Shipley and Kyle Samilton will 
graduate with the 2010 class at Patuxent High School. 
We rejoice in your accomplishment and pray a 
blessing on your next steps.  Olivet Church will honor 
graduates in worship at both worship services on 
Sunday, June 6th.  The Baccalaureate service led by 
SMILE churches will be held on Tuesday, June 1st at 
7 o’clock in the evening. 
 
 
Echo:  Olivet UMC has been committed to provide 
the evening meal for residents at Echo on the first 
Sunday of every month for more than ten years.  We 
need your support of this program by committing to 
sign up on the chart in the Hall to cover for one 
month, two or three can agree to share the duties.  For 
more information please contact Lil Ernst (410-326-
2618).  Sunday, June 6 is open for a hostess. 
 
 
UMW Rummage & Bake Sale Information:  
Thank you to the generosity of donations to the sale, 
all the willing hands who worked each morning to 
ready the tables and the extra hands that arrived at the 
closing to clear the hall of leftovers.  It was truly a 
joining of efforts that produced a total of over $1,250 
to date, which will be used for mission projects. 

  
Thanks to all of our Bakers for their gifts of goodies 
at the recent Rummage Sale.  You raised almost $300!  
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We will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and 
uphold it with: 

                       

                      Our Presence                             Our Gifts  
 

               (134 Total Members)                  ($2,500 wkly need) 
                       8:30           11:00       CDs 
 

May 2 10 59 6 $2,115 
May 9 
Nurs. Ctr 

10 68 
17 

5 $2,485 

May 16 18 65 5 $2,334 
May 23 11 101 5 $1,960 
May 30 
Nurs. Ctr 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

Totals 78 310 21 $10,289 
 (49+310+23 =382)  
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PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE  
 
L J J W N S S L S D D G D Y N  
A O O H E A A D U A Q I X R A  
B U O S M H R R N K V J H A M  
R J D O H A T I A A E E T M O  
A L H I H U E T D H T S E A W  
H T P P S L A H A O N U B I I  
A T E N I C O D E M U S A R S  
M H N E M P I S H I E S Z A E  
S M O S E S O P P A U L I M B  
I W H T A L E B L C J G L A O  
S P E A O A N D R E W I E S C  
A R C M A H T R A M S H L E A  
I T O A C C E B E R O E T E J  
A N D O R E H J O N A H G U J  
H I B B S L U A S M A R K G R  

 
ABRAHAM  ANDREW  DANIEL  
DAVID  DISCIPLES ELIJAH 
ELIZABETH HEROD  ISAAC 
ISAIAH  JACOB  JESUS 
JOB  JOHN  JONAH 
JOSHUA  LUKE  MARK 
MARTHA  MARY  MATTHEW 
MEN  MOSES  NICODEMUS 
NOAH  PAUL  PETER 
REBECCA  RUTH  SAMARIA 
SARAH  SAUL  SHEPHARDS 
SOLOMON  THOMAS  WISE 
WOMAN 

 
 

Solution to Puzzle   
+ J J W N S S L S + D + D Y N  
A O O H E A A D U A + I + R A  
B + O S M H R R N K V J H A M  
R J D O H A T I A A E E T M O  
A + H I H U E T D H + S E A W  
H T + P S L A H A O N U B I I  
A + E N I C O D E M U S A R S  
M H N E M P I S H + + + Z A E  
S M O S E S O P P A U L I M B  
I + + T A L + + L + J + L A O  
S + E A O A N D R E W I E S C  
A R C M A H T R A M S H L + A  
I + O A C C E B E R + + T E J  
A N D O R E H J O N A H + U +  
H + + + + L U A S M A R K + R  
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Our History  
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