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                                APRIL 2010 - A monthly newsletter of Olivet United Methodist Church 
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Thanks to Steven Perry & Sarah Blair for 
submitting the great photos! Thanks to Jane 
Gribble, Lara Hood, Justin and Natalie Tabor for 
setting up the egg hunt and the Doves for the use 
of the lawn - Thanks to Marge Browning for 
leading so many children in a great Sunday 
School lesson with arts & crafts.  
                More Photos inside! 
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� I recently learned of an on-line auction website in 
which a seller posted that he had “God For Sale.” The 
description was as follows:   

 "I am selling God. God comes in 
 a box, you may or may not be 
 able to see Him in the box, but 
 He's there, trust me. Have faith! 
 God is best used within six days, 
 and He requires one day off per 
 week. He is good at performing 
 miracles, creating existence and 
 other such time consuming tasks. 
Once you own God, you will question 
how you ever lived without Him.”�
 What stood out to me when I 
read this was “Have faith!” Does 

possession of God (as if that were possible) increase our faith? 
Not according to scripture. By Paul’s definition in Hebrews, 
faith is belief in that which cannot be seen or touched. 
Therefore, faith requires letting go of the need for tangibility - 
things that can be held in our hand.    
 Certainly, the seller meant to make a joke aimed at 
religion. Religion, according to skeptics, puts God in a box in 
order to meet human needs for security, love, or control.  
 Rather than take offense at this sellers description, I 
became intrigued. God in a box. An empty box. It reminds me 
of the empty tomb.  
 On Easter morning, the disciples expected to find 
something and instead found nothing.  
 Perhaps there is truth that the start of our relationship 
with the risen Lord begins with unmet expectations. When we 
expect something and get nothing. When expectations aren’t 
met, there’s disappointment at first, but then a new possibility 
unfolds. 
  “Happy Easter. He’s not here.”  That is how my two 
year old daughter talks of Easter. Happy Easter because what 
we thought would happen didn’t!  He is not here - he is alive 
and everywhere. The Lord of the Universe cannot be boxed in!    
Alleluia��
�
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2010 EASTER at Olivet Church – April 4, 2010 

   
 

            
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have You Seen The Sign? 
The Good News Center Sign has been installed outside! Thanks for the UM Men and the Trustees for working 

hard at bringing this together. It looks lovely! Pictured below, Ken Wease and Bob Watson.  
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Church Council Minutes 
March 9, 2010 

Present: Bob Bohn, Ron Brown, Teddy Foote, Bob 
Watson, Nan Cheville, Brady, Joan Fratantuono, 
Pastor Faith, Jeanne Latham, Myrna Smith. 

Pastor Faith opened the council meeting with a 
devotion and prayer then introduced our new 
council president, Jeanne Latham. 

Trustees: Bob Watson stated that there will be 
digging tomorrow for the footings for our new 
church sign, there will be a plaque on the sign 
with a picture of Linwood Doss. Bob now has 
estimates on filling in the basement, relocating the 
water pump and the steeple. 

Outreach: Teddy Foote gave an open invitation to 
visit the Hermitage at 2 pm on the second and 
fifth Sunday of the month for our senior outreach. 
There were 36 in attendance for Valentine’s Day, 
each was given a rose.  

The Rock Youth Event in Ocean City was a big hit 
with thousands of teenagers praising God and the 
speaker, Dr. Gallagher,  was outstanding. Eight 
teens and three adults attended from Olivet and 
had mountaintop experiences in lovely 
accommodations.  

UMMen- Ron Brown stated that the fundraiser 
spaghetti dinner brought $250 to purchase a gas 
grill and popcorn machine. The men will create a 
memorial plaque to list the previous pastors of 
Olivet. Upcoming events are that the men will 
show movies for Holy Week. Patuxent Habitat for 
Humanity has plans for a home for a Calvert 
County family by Thanksgiving of this year. 
 There is interest in inviting Eastern and St John’s 
Methodist Churches to join us at our Pentecost 
picnic. 

UMWomen – Easter lilies orders are being taken. 
On May 8, there will be a women’s luncheon from 
11:30 - 1:30 in our Hall. The Rummage Sale will 
be May 22. 

Finance: We had consistent offering in January 
and February which has been up since the Fall.  

Worship: A welcome addition is the organ playing 
by Richard Harris. We’ve been blessed with 
special music. The visuals, children’s sermon, our 
sermon, all being tied together has made a big 
impact for Sunday worship.On March 21st Tiffany 
Gaines, new lay speaker of Olivet,  will make her 
debut giving the sermon, “Regifting is Good”. The 
strummers and Eunice Butler will do the music. 

Children’s Ministry – Marge Browning continues 
to teach during the 11am worship service and has 
around 6 students. There will be an Easter Egg 
Hunt on Easter Sunday. Vacation Bible School is 
tentatively planned for June.  

Pictorial Directory: All pictures have been taken, 
there are some errors but the 10 pages will be sent 
out via email and the corrections made at a later 
date. 

Business: Marva moved for the purchase of new 
chairs as needed for the sanctuary which was 
seconded and approved.  

Ron Brown suggested that our church council 
meet on Sunday afternoons following worship 
services to enable more people to be involved. It 
was decided to do this in January following the 
State of the Church address.  

A proposal was made that the Memorial Fund 
Money purchase a plaque to list the names of our 
brothers and sisters who have passed on, with 
blanks to have on hand to engrave as needed.  

The piano needs tuning. It will be tuned before 
Marian returns from vacation.  

On Good Friday, there will be a cross following 
from St Peter’s Episcopal Church to Our Lady 
Star of the Sea.  Pastor Irvin Beverly of Bethesda 
UMC will lead the service. The Passion Play will 
be Friday and Saturday.  

Council Chairperson Jeanne moved to adjourn 
the meeting which was seconded by Bob Watson. 
Adjourned with prayer. 
Next meeting on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at 6 pm. 

Respectfully submitted:    Nancy Cheville 



                                                                                                                

     
      

Worship with Us!  
 
April 11, 2010 
Scripture: John 20:19-31 
Sermon by Teddy Foote 
Reader at 8:30 Shannon Foote - 11am Ron Brown 
Special Music by Kaylee Kornn  
Organist - Richard Harris  
2pm - Worship Service at Solomon's Nursing Home led 
by Teddy Foote  
 
April 18, 2010 
Scripture: Acts 9:1-20 
Sermon by Rev. Lewis - "A Damascus Experience"  
Reader 8:30am - Kathy Heil 11am Sarah Blair 
Special Music by the Olivet Strummers / The Samiltons 
 
April 25, 2010 
Scripture: Acts 9:36-42 
Sermon by Rev Lewis - "The Outstretched Hand"  
Special Music by the Olivet Choir  
Pianist - Marian Underwood 
Reader at 8:30 Joe Baki- 11am Nan Cheville 
 
May 2, 2010 
Scripture: John 13:31-35  
"Love (not just like) One Another" by Rev Lewis  
Reader at 8:30 Toni Lowman - 11am Marva Burgess 
Organist - Richard Harris  
 
May 9, 2010 MOTHERS DAY  
Scripture: Acts 16:11-15  
Sermon "Because of our Mothers" by Rev Faith Lewis  
Special Music Joyce Kinser  
Reader at 8:30 - Jess Lowman - 11am Joan Fratantuono 
 
May 16, 2010  
Scripture: Acts 16:16-34 
Sermon " Ministry from the Inside Out" by Rev Lewis  
Reader at 8:30 Kathy Heil- 11am Karen Bohn 
 
May 23, 2010 - PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 
Sermon "Church on Fire" by Rev Faith Lewis  
Reader at 8:30 Helen Moran - 11am Edie Reed 
Pentecost Picnic on the Lawn at Noon 
 
May 30, 2010 MEMORIAL SUNDAY 
Scripture: Joshua 3 - Joshua 4:7 
Sermon "What do these stones mean?" by Rev Lewis  
Reader at 8:30 Joe Baki - 11am Bob Evans 
 

Looking Ahead 
Sunday, April 11 – noon  SPRC Meeting 
  

Monday, April 12 – 5:30pm Finance Meeting 
 

Thursday, April 29 – May 2 –  Men’s Walk to 
Emmaus. Prayers for pilgrim, Teddy Foote  
 

Monday, May 4 – 11:30 am UMW meeting  
 

Saturday, May 8 – 
      9am – Men’s Meeting of UM Men 
 11:30am to 1:30pm - Potluck Luncheon in 
 honor of women. Bring salad or desert. 

Monday May 10 – 5:30pm  Finance Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11 – 7pm Strummers perform at 
Asbury Health Care Center 

Monday, May 17 – Bring in items all week for the 
SPRING Rummage Sale 

Saturday, May 22 – 7:30am RUMMAGE SALE   

Sunday, May 23 – noon Pentecost Picnic 
 

Tuesday, June 15 – 6pm CHURCH COUNCIL  

                APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
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We will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and 
uphold it with: 

                       

                      Our Presence                             Our Gifts  
 

               (134 Total Members)                  ($2,500 wkly need) 
                       8:30           11:00       CDs 
 

Mar. 7 21 63 6 $2,805 
Mar. 14 
Nurs. Ctr 

13 76 
24 

6 $2,389 

Mar. 21 14 55 5 $2,149 
Mar. 28 16 63 5 $2,032 
Totals 64 281 22 $9,375 

64+281+22 = 367 
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UMW:   Upon receipt of the 
April Newsletter the April 
Meeting of the UMW will have 
occurred.  We had fellowship, a 

program about the women at the tomb and a 
collection for the Epworth House. 

Save the date! 
Saturday, May 9th for 
our Ladies Luncheon 
–at 11:30 AM.  Bring a 
salad to share, drinks 
and dessert will be 
provided. Enjoy 
entertainment, prizes 
and fun. Children and 
guests are invited. 

 The Annual Spring Rummage Sale will be 
held on Saturday, May 22nd from 8:00 AM to 1:00 
PM.  So start gathering your donations which can be 
brought to the church hall beginning May 17th and 
plan to join the “set-up group” at 9:00 AM to Noon 
each day before the sale! 
 Thank you to all who purchased Easter 
Lilies.  The mission projects of UMW benefits from 
the sale.  

  
UM M en  The Olivet United Methodist Men met on 
March 13, 2010. The topics of discussion included: 
a possible memorial service for any male member 
of the congregation when they pass away; plans to 
set-up the church sign in front of the Good News 
Center; acquisition of the popcorn machine and the 
grill; a plaque for the Good News Center listing all 
the pastors who have served at Olivet; and, a plaque 
for the Church listing those who contributed to the 
Memorial Fund. The UMM meetings are held on 
the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 AM. The 
next meeting is scheduled for April 10th. 
______________________________________ 
Volunteer Opportunity :  Consider serving as a 
Highlighter for Annual Conference in Baltimore, 
MD. .  Volunteers are needed in four hour blocks of 
time.   If you would like to serve, contact Michelle 
Miles, bwchighlighters@verizon.net. The dates are 
June 2nd – June 4th.  

 
Olivet Book Club:  The 
book club meets each 
Wednesday at 10:00 AM.  
Our next book is “The 
Name” by Franklin 
Graham.  
Come and join us! 
 

 

Yarn Ministry Gathering :   
Huntingtown United Methodist 
Church, 4020 Hunting Creek 
Road, Huntingtown, MD is 
holding its fourth yarn ministry 
gathering on Saturday, April 24th 
from 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  Bring 
your show & tells, yarn to swap and 
patterns to exchange.  A brunch will be served.  
Please RSVP:  Caroll Mealy (410) 257-6962 or e-
mail:  hodag@chesapeake.net or 
carol.l.mealy.hyil@statefarm.com.  
 

Strummers:  The strummers have been invited 
to play at Asbury in the Health Care Center (nursing 
home part) for Nursing Home Week as a treat for 
their  patients.  The date is Tuesday, May 11 at 7:00 
pm.  Please let me know  if that will work for you. 
   

Pictorial Directory-  Match the face with 
the name .. and the name with the face! Olivet photo 
directories are in circulation! Contact Pastor Faith 
or Sharon in the church for an emailed version. If 
you don’t have email, we can print one for you. 
410-326-8400. 
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APRIL 2010 WORSHIP HELPERS SCHEDULE 

 
 

DATE 
 

LAY READER 
 

USHERS 
CLUSTER 
GROUP 

COMMUNION 
SERVERS 

Easter 
Sunday 
4/04/10 

 
8:30     Teddy Foote 
11:00   Bob Evans 
 

 
8:30   Joe Baki 
11:00 Myrna & Gail Smith 

 
3 

Communion held on  
Palm Sunday 

 
 
4/11/10 

 
8:30    Shannon Foote 
11:00   Ron Brown 

 
8:30    Mildred Ward 
11:00  Bob & Karen Bohn 
 

 
3 

 

 
4/18/10 

 
8:30    Kathy Heil 
11:00  Sarah Blair 

 
8:30    Helen & Bob Moran 
11:00  Mary Shannon & Joan 
           Fratantuono 
 

 
3 

 

 
 
4/25/10 
 

 
8:30   Joe Baki 
11:00  Nan Cheville 

 
8:30    Toni & Emilee  
            Lowman 
11:00  Ken & Elnora Wease 
 

 
3 

 

�
MAY 2010 WORSHIP HELPERS SCHEDULE 

 
 

DATE 
 

LAY READER 
 

USHERS 
CLUSTER 
GROUP 

COMMUNION 
SERVERS 

 
5/02/10 

 
8:30     Toni Lowman 
11:00   Marva Burgess 
 

 
8:30    Eric Gaines 
11:00  Marva Burgess & 
           Shirley Conway 

 
2 

 
8:30 Jane Gribble & Joe Baki 
11:00  Ken & Elnora Wease 

 
5/09/10 

 
8:30    Jess Lowman 
11:00   Joan Fratantuono 

 
8:30  Toni & Emilee Lowman 
11:00  Earlene Blaylock & 
           Nan Cheville 
 

 
2 

 

 
5/16/10 

 
8:30    Kathy Heil 
11:00  Karen Bohn 

 
8:30    Helen Moran 
11:00  Sarah & Julie Blair 
            
 

 
2 

 

 
 
5/23/10 
 

 
8:30   Helen Moran 
11:00  Edie Reed 

 
8:30    Tiffany Gaines 
11:00  Jimmy Foote & Velda  
           Johnson 
 

 
Pentecost 

Picnic 

 

 
5/30/10 

 
8:30   Joe Baki 
11:00  Bob Evans 
 

 
8:30    Jane Gribble 
11:00  Mary Shannon & Joan 
           Fratantuono 
 

 
2 
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Our Calendar:  For the most up-to-date times for church events go to our website:   
www.olivet-umc.com 



 7 

Our History  
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